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Date: May 6, 2022 
To: District 4 Voters 
From: Jimmy Paulding, Candidate for 4th District Supervisor 
Re: Facts Regarding My Water Record Versus My Opponent’s 
 
Dear Voters,  
 
    I hope this message finds you well. I want to take a moment to clear the air on Lynn 
Compton’s attack ad which falsely asserts that I “held water hostage” so my “special 
interest donors could benefit” and share some factual information about some of the 
“accomplishments” that my opponent is claiming. 
  
    These are the facts concerning the Central Coast Blue project, a project being 
implemented by the cities of Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach, and Pismo Beach to bring 
1,000 acre feet of recycled water to the South County region: 
 

• My four Arroyo Grande City Council colleagues and I voted unanimously to 
include an agreement that would ensure that local workers were hired to 
construct the project, thus multiplying the beneficial impact of an infrastructure 
project by keeping local dollars local. 

• Our counterparts on the Pismo Beach and Grover Beach city councils objected 
saying that could increase costs. 

• Accordingly, all of us on the AG City Council again voted unanimously to have 
city staff continue negotiating with the other cities on the project details. 

• These negotiations led to commitments to create a new way to govern the project 
that gave all cities an equal say and reduced Arroyo Grande's cost participation 
in the project from 40% to 25% - a much better deal for Arroyo Grande residents. 

• The fact is that this project is on track, has always been, and I’m proud to have 
helped negotiate better terms for AG taxpayers and for local workers on this 
complicated, multi-agency project. 

  
    Bottom line: The Central Coast Blue project is an example of good governance 
at its best: Government action that improves people’s lives. 
  
    At the April 21 candidate forum, Lynn Compton falsely claimed the project was 
delayed because of these decisions. That is not true, and as the Arroyo Grande City 
Council staff report dated September 21, 2021 indicates, the cities continued to perform 
environmental review, design, permitting, and grant procurement for the project while 
these details were being negotiated. The project was never delayed. 
  
    In her own mail, Compton touts that she has worked on "conservation, storm water 
capture, increased storage at Lopez Lake, increasing capacity at Santa Margarita Lake, 
tri-county desalination projects, and balancing our critical water basins..." She reiterated 
her work on these projects at the candidate forum held on April 21st. 
  
    These statements are as misleading as her attack mailer. 
  

http://www.arroyogrande.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/11474?fileID=17453
http://www.arroyogrande.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/11474?fileID=17453
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    The truth is that she has done precious little to lead on procuring new sources of 
water over the last eight years, and each of those alleged accomplishments are 
misstatements of fact or incomplete information.  
  
    Regarding Lopez Lake, there is no current project to "increase storage capacity." The 
County is working to make 1,000 acre feet of State Water available to Lopez Lake 
contract water recipients in lieu of them applying for Lopez water, thereby leaving more 
water in the lake. There would be no increase in storage, just a reduction in the amount 
of water taken from the lake to serve the contractors. Raising the spillway gates to 
increase storage capacity has been studied and determined to be cost prohibitive and 
potentially infeasible to receive necessary approval from the California Department of 
Water Resources Division of Safety of Dams. 
  
    Regarding Santa Margarita Lake, the County has been seeking funding to get the 
Santa Margarita Lake (Salinas Dam) in local ownership to secure it as a local water 
supply, and has also been evaluating if the spillway gates could be raised to increase 
storage in the lake. The costs of securing ownership would be hundreds of millions of 
dollars, and the County would need an additional $30-50 million just to retrofit the dam to 
state standards. Imagine how much this will cost the taxpayers and ratepayers in 
increased taxes to pay for this? Of course, Lynn Compton never brings this up. 
  
    Regarding the "Tri-county desalination project," there is no project. Not a single thing 
has come before the Board of Supervisors on this. There is no project other than County 
staff have maybe talked with the County of Santa Barbara about collaborating on a 
project. What has Lynn Compton done to lead on this over her last eight years in office? 
      
    On the topic of desalination, I am proud of the work I have done to facilitate a 
partnership with Cal Poly to study the Phillips 66 oil refinery site as a future location for 
desal. The product of that work effort is available at here. 
  
    And, finally, Lynn Compton touts work that has resulted in “balancing our basins.” My 
response to her is: “show me a basin that has been balanced.” As recently reported by 
the SLO Tribune, the Paso Robles and SLO/Edna Valley basins are being over pumped 
and are not “balanced.” Further, the Santa Maria basin is experiencing a “persistent 
pumping depression” in the central area of the Nipomo Mesa according to the Nipomo 
Mesa Management Area annual reports. What is Lynn Compton doing to address this 
issue? 
  
    We need true leadership on our crisis-level water situation more than ever, not 
baseless attack ads that try to distract the voters from the truth: the truth that Lynn 
Compton has failed on this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
  
Jimmy Paulding 
Candidate for District 4 SLO County Supervisor 
Phone: (805) 994-0025 | Email: jimmy@jimmypaulding.org  
Website: jimmypaulding.org | Address: P.O. Box 661, Arroyo Grande, CA 93421 

https://cceri.org/news?tag=Repurposing%20Phillips%2066%20AT
https://ncsd.ca.gov/resources/reports-by-subject/
mailto:jimmy@jimmypaulding.org

