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Dear <<First Name>>,

I hope this message finds you well and that you are enjoying this holiday
season. Kendra, Remy, and I certainly have been enjoying the rain, the
sunsets, time with family and friends, and this paradise we have the good
fortune of calling home.

Some important updates:

Supervisor Bruce Gibson Won! For those of you who haven’t heard,
District 2 Supervisor Bruce Gibson won re-election by a mere 13 votes.
Although a recount is underway and litigation has been threatened, I am
confident he will prevail. His victory positions the Board of Supervisors to
have a new board majority that will prioritize good governance and
serving all of our constituents instead of engaging in divisive partisan
politics.

My Swearing-in Ceremony. My official swearing-in ceremony will be at

9:00am on January 3rd at the County Government Center, Board of
Supervisors Chambers, located at 1055 Monterey Street, San Luis
Obispo, CA 93408. Supervisor Bruce Gibson and I will have a reception
with coffee and light refreshments after the ceremony at the adjacent
conference rooms 161 and 162, so please feel free to join and celebrate!

Regional Boards and Committees. If you expressed an interest in
joining a regional board or committee and I have not yet followed up with
you, please accept my apology. The process for some has been quite
entailed, and I have not been able to devote as much time as I would
have liked to this task over the last few months. Having said that, with the
resources at my disposal come January, I will be able to move things
along more efficiently, and will be in touch soon! Thank you again for your
willingness to serve our community.

Last week was bittersweet as I stepped down from the Arroyo Grande City
Council with Council Member Keith Storton. I'm grateful for the last four years I
spent with a group of hard working, talented colleagues and staff.
Congratulations and best of luck to new Council Members Jim Guthrie and Kate
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Secrest and our re-elected Mayor Caren Ray Russom, Arroyo Grande, of whom
I know will do a great job for our City!

The AG Holiday/Christmas Parade was a blast this year. The turnout was
unprecedented: a community coming together to enjoy one of the best
traditions!

I really enjoyed meeting with Congressman Salud Carbajal in November to
discuss challenges and opportunities in SLO County. Topics included the future
of Diablo Canyon, offshore wind energy, tackling homelessness & mental
health, workforce housing, and much more. 
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I appreciate the Congressman taking the time to meet and collaborate, and look
forward to working with him over the years to come.

I had the honor of attending the California State Association of Counties New
Supervisors Institute Training and Annual Conference with representatives and
staff from our 58 California counties this week. I met so many talented and
motivated supervisor colleagues and professional staff.

One of my favorite events at the conference was the Water Summit &
Agriculture, Environment and Natural Resources Committee meeting entitled,
"Working Together Towards Solutions." The speakers focused on core county
water issues such as drought, climate change, and water insecurity, and
explored land stewardship, groundwater management, and the role of counties
as it relates to state and regional partnerships. I learned a lot and look forward
to bringing some of the ideas and policy tools covered at the meeting to our
region.

While at the conference I also had the pleasure of touring the Orange County
Water District's Ground Water Replenishment System with Supervisor Joan
Hartmann and Supervisor Bob Nelson who serve on the Santa Barbara County
Board of Supervisors. The GWRS plant is the world's largest water purification
system for indirect potable reuse, which takes highly treated wastewater that
would have previously been discharged into the Pacific Ocean and purifies it
using a three-step advanced treatment process consisting of microfiltration,
reverse osmosis and ultraviolet light with hydrogen peroxide. The process
produces high-quality water that meets or exceeds all state and federal drinking
water standards.

As our next District 4 Supervisor, I am looking forward to continuing to
champion our South County Central Coast Blue Recycled Water Project (which
has similar objectives to the GWRS), as well as explore desalination
possibilities for our larger SLO County and Santa Barbara County regions and
promote further regional conservation measures.
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Last month, we celebrated the Grand Opening of the national award-winning
Kiwanis Inclusive Playground at Elm St Park. This awesome community project
is the culmination of the community working together over many years. Special
thanks to Anne McCracken, Maureen and Jared Sharon, and so many others
with the Kiwanis Club of Arroyo Grande Valley for fundraising for and
championing this project.

Big shout out to City Manager Whitney McDonald, Asst. City Manager/Public
Works Director Bill Robeson, Parks and Recreation Director Sheridan Bohlken,
our hard working City staff, Play & Park Structures, Arroyo Grande in Bloom,
the Arroyo Grande Lions Club, and all of the other local businesses and
volunteers for making it happen.

I also want to thank each of my colleagues on the Arroyo Grande City Council
for making this project a priority. It was exciting to see how much use the new
playground was getting by the kiddos. I'm sure it will continue to be heavily
utilized into the future. And cheers to that!

That's all for now, but more to come in January! Thank you for reading my
newsletter and for supporting me in this grand and humbling adventure of
public service.

Happy holidays!

Sincerely,

Jimmy Paulding
Supervisor-Elect, District 4, SLO County Board of Supervisors

About Jimmy

Jimmy Paulding is Supervisor-Elect for

District 4 of the San Luis Obispo County

Board of Supervisors. Keep up with Jimmy,

his wife Kendra, and their dog Remy

on Facebook, Instagram, and

jimmypaulding.org.
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